






































March 21, 2019 

Send: CCRFC Board of Directors 

114 N. Main Street 
Memphis, TN. 38103 

RE: Poplar Art Lofts 
1935 Poplar Avenue 
Memphis, TN 38103 

RE: Section III, Downtown Pilot Program Application; Q#3 and #7 

The proposed project is located at 1935 Poplar Avenue where the Memphis College of Art Educational and 
Administration buildings are located. Mr. Smith intends to remove the current building and build a new 6 story 
residential apartment building with a ground level parking structure for all tenants. There will be retail on the 
first floors northwest comer with an open plaza for outdoor dining. Mr. Smith felt that pulling the building back 
off the comer would address Overton Park across the street along with making the building more street friendly. 

Our client is proposing a ground up, 6 story, 111 unit complex consisting of one bedroom studios and 19 walk 
up, one bedroom units with loft space at 1,100 square feet. The one bedroom lofts are 85% of the project at 750 
square feet. The underground parking structure will hold 70 covered spaces with 50 additional surface spaces 
all screened from Poplar A venue. Architecturally we intend to screen the lower level parking along Poplar with 
retail, an 800 s.f. fitness center, a central focal point, and storefront windows. 

The architecture will be very traditional brick and stone seen along Poplar. The design will be compatible with 
the adjacent neighborhood, timeless and stoic. Four stories of brick with a Rockcast stone on the first floor, 
balconies on the upper floors looking onto the park below, and smooth fiber cement panels on the upper floors 
painted to match the stone. The desire of Mr. Smith is to grant the neighborhood a project that maintains the 
existing charm of midtown. Mr. Smith continued to work with the Belleair Woods neighborhood association to 
convert the original design from contemporary Los Angeles, metal and glass to something the neighborhood 
appreciates and approves. Very fitting and complimentary to midtown bungalows found on Tucker and 
Rembert. 

The main entrance to the lofts will be on North Tucker near the retail and adjacent to the outdoor plaza. Mr. 
Smith intends to do something very exciting with a sculpture in the plaza reflective of the Memphis College of 
Arts history. 

The existing sidewalks on all three sides will be replaced and enlarged. Street trees will be added to provide a 
nice softscape. 

Renaissance Group Inc. 
9700 Village Circle, Suite 100 
Lakeland, TN 38002 www.rgroup.biz 

Phone: (901) 332-5533 
Fax: (901) 332-5534










































