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Design Review Board (DRB) 
Staff Report 

 
Exterior Renovation 

 
Case # 19-107:  Slim & Husky’s 
    634 Union Ave.   
    Memphis, TN 38103 

 
Applicant/Owner:  Mr. Derrick Moore 

Soweto, LLC 
2620 Clarksville Pike 

    Nashville, TN 37208 
 
Background:  DRB review is required for this project because it received a 

$60,000 Exterior Improvement Grant at the August 21, 2019 CCDC 
Board Meeting. 

 
 The subject property is a 2-story vacant structure from 1901 with 

5,200 sq. ft. The .027 acre parcel also includes a parking lot and is 
located on Union Ave. between S Lauderdale St. and Marshall Ave., 
across the street from the former Commercial Appeal site. 
 
Slim & Husky’s Pizza Beeria is a fast casual and gourmet pizza 
restaurant serving up artisan pizzas and unique cinnamon rolls made 
with locally sourced ingredients. It’s a hip hop-inspired spot 
founded by three Nashville natives who aim to provide employment 
opportunities and accessible dining experiences including locally 
brewed craft beer and innovative pizza creations. 
 
This 2-story building will house the restaurant on the ground floor 
and an art gallery/event space on the second floor. The concept 
highlights local artists and breweries by filling the space with 
artwork from local artist and 10 beer taps with all local and 
Tennessee breweries. 
 
The applicant is planning an extensive interior and exterior 
renovation for the vacant building. Contingent upon DRB approval, 
the applicant plans on starting construction in September 2019.  

 
This application includes plans for the exterior renovation, site 
improvements and signage. The applicant will return with a separate 
application for public art. 
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Project Description: The proposed exterior improvements include: 

• Removing existing siding and 2nd floor patios on the east 
and west elevations, replace with brick infill 

• Removing existing siding on the south elevation and 
replacing with new storefront and doors 

• Replacing all exterior doors 
• Refurbishing and reusing existing cornice  
• Cleaning, tuck pointing and painting existing brick  
• Improving the parking lot 
• Installing new windows 
• Installing new decorative exterior lights on front and side 

elevations 
• Creating an outdoor patio east of the building 
• Adding public art to the west and east elevations 
• Signage 

 
Signage: 

• Removal of the existing pole sign on site 
• One (1) wall sign that will read “Slim & Husky’s” and 

measure 106 in. (w) x 18 in. (h). The sign will be located on 
the south elevation above the cornice on the right corner. The 
sign will have internally illuminated channel letters with 
white faces and applied vinyl. The letters will be attached to 
a raceway that will be painted to match the background.  

• One (1) wall sign that will include “Slim & Husky’s” and 
the logo and measure 5 ft. 6 in. (h) x 5 ft. 6 in. (w). The sign 
will be a painted wall sign on the east elevation facing the 
parking lot.  

 
Staff Report: The proposed exterior renovation is consistent with the Downtown 

Memphis Design Guidelines and DMC priorities of improving the 
pedestrian experience and enhance the public realm. 

 
 The interior and exterior renovation of the property will both remove 

a blighted property from the Union Ave. corridor and introduce a 
new business Downtown. The proposed design will significantly 
open the ground floor to the street with enhanced access, a new 
storefront system, lighting and outdoor dining. These significant 
improvements will improve the walkability of the Edge 
neighborhood and the pedestrian experience along Union.   

 
Not only will the new storefront and outdoor dining activate the 
street and remove a blighted building, but also incorporate public art 
into the design.  
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With a focus on local art, Slim & Husky will incorporate art in the 
building’s exterior by adding new murals to Union Ave. and 
building the character of public art in the Edge neighborhood. 
 
The proposed signage is compliant with the CBID Sign Code and 
staff believes it is an appropriate approach to signage at this location.  
 
Additional site work includes parking lot improvements, 
landscaping and exterior lighting. 
 
Staff believes the proposed improvements are a tasteful renovation 
to a blighted building Downtown that will not only improve the 
condition of the building and the property, but also allow the 
business to bring their high-quality Slim & Husky’s aesthetic to the 
Edge. 

 
Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval with the condition that the 

applicant return with a separate application for public art. 


